This book, which is adapted to a one-semester course, presents the subject of botany to the beginning student in an interest-compelling manner. Instead of giving too many facts regarding the various topics at the outset the student's curiosity is first stimulated by simple questions and problems and later a more complete discussion is given.
The emphasis throughout the book is on function rather than structure and the life processes of plants are treated in such a manner as to give an interesting and at the same time thorough insight into the nature of plants and their activities.
Technical terms are avoided as far as possible and are only introduced when absolutely necessary. They are clearly explained in the text and are also defined in a glossary.
The Dr. Kenneth Maxcy has, in this text, prepared for publication the manuscript which was in preparation by Dr. Havens at the time of his death, thus making available a concise treatment of the subject of the laboratory diagnosis of infections by this important group of microorganisms. As might be expected from the fact that Dr. Havens was Director of Laboratories of the Alabama State Department of Health the text is primarily designed to be of practical service to those confronted by similar problems, but it also serves to focus attention on the problems still awaiting solution at the hands of the epidemiologist, the bacteriologist, and the clinician. After preliminary chapters dealing with the general principles involved, such as bacterial variation, antigenic constitution, and cultural and serological methods, the specific procedures best suited to isolation and identification of the typhoid bacillus, the organisms of the Salmonella group, and the dysentery group are given in such detail that the text becomes, in effect, a guide to the interpretation of the phenomena observed. It is more than a mere laboratory manual, since it very distinctly gives the impression that technical dexterity can well be supplemented with intelligence.
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